AIRPORT SHUTDOWN 


A power outage closes Atlanta’s 
airport days before holiday rush. A6 


PATRIOTS HOLD ON 


Patriots score with 56 seconds left, 
then survive one last drive. Cl 


EARLY SNOW X 


GD Snow may make for a 
slick morning drive. A2 


SLUGGISH ON ENERGY 


Lawmakers say state’s $40M-a-year 
energy bill must be reduced. B1 
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ARMED FORCES SPENDING IN THE STATE 


The Family Business: Defense Work 


Local Firms Play Big Role In 
Manufacturing For Military 


By STEPHEN SINGER 


ssinger@courant.com 


ORTLAND — Right behind the Connecticut 

conglomerates that receive billions in US. 

military spending are the small machine shops 

and local manufacturers benefiting from rising 
demand for fighter-jet engines, helicopters and 


submarines. 


Spread across Connecticut, companies such as Jarvis 
Airfoil Inc. in Portland play an outsized role bolstering 
the state’s defense industry. Those businesses — typically 
privately held and family owned — make countless parts 
that add to the output of the state’s three dominant 


Pentagon contractors. 


All are gaining as a result of sharp increases in 
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BRAD HORRIGAN | BHORRIGAN@COURANT.COM 


JARVIS AIRFOIL INC. employee Jose Rivera presets the height of 


tools that will cut airfoils on the manufacturing floor at the Portland 


plant Dec. 1. 
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EMOI BLAND, front, and Olivia Sheehan attend a vigil for Zoe “Gangstalicious” Dowdell on Lawrence Street in Hartford on Sunday 
afternoon. Dowdell, 20, an aspiring rapper who had a substantial YouTube following, was killed in New Britain last week. 


ZOE ‘GANGSTALICIOUS’ DOWDELL 


Mourning Together 


Vigil Held For Aspiring Rapper Killed By Police In New Britain 


By RUSSELL BLAIR 
and STEVEN GOODE 


rblair@courant.com 


The Bloomfield man shot and killed by 
New Britain police last week was an 
aspiring rapper who called himself 
“Gangstalicious” and had built a substan- 
tial following on YouTube, an attorney 
who knew him said Sunday. 

Hartford attorney Wesley Spears said 
he was shocked to learn how 20-year-old 
Zoe Dowdell had died. Dowdell was 


toward officers in an at- 
tempt to flee as they tried 
to stop him, police have 
said. Officers opened fire, 
killing Dowdell and 
wounding an 18-year-old 
and a 15-year-old, who 
were passengers. 

Spears represented 
Dowdell’s co-defendant 
in two criminal cases and recently repre- 
sented an entertainment management 
company that was considering signing 


Dowdell 


Lyceum on Lawrence Street in Hartford, 
near where Dowdell lived just before his 
death, according to a mourner. 

About two dozen people stood in small 
groups, talking quietly. A young woman 
wrapped in a blanket cried as another 
woman held her. Twenty lit candles and a 
box of tissues sat atop a small metal table. 
A handful of balloons were tied to a 
wrought iron fence. 

Rayshawn Phillips, who attended 
Bloomfield High School with Dowdell, 
was among those who went to pay his 
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RUSSIA INVESTIGATION 


Trump: 
No Plan 
To Fire 
Mueller 


But President Critical 
Of Counsel’s Actions 


By PHILIP RUCKER, 
JOSH DAWSEY 
and SARI HORWITZ 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump on Sunday sought to douse specu- 
lation that he may fire Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller amid an intensifying cam- 
paign by Trump allies to attack the wide- 
ranging Russia investigation as improper and 
politically motivated. 

Returning to the White House from Camp 
David, Trump was asked Sunday whether he 
intended to fire Mueller. “No, I’m not,” he 
told journalists, insisting that there was “no 
collusion whatsoever” between his cam- 
paign and Russia. 

The president’s comments came a day 
after a lawyer representing Trump’s transi- 
tion team accused Mueller of wrongfully 
obtaining thousands of emails sent and 
received by Trump officials before the start 
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CHILD PROTECTION 


DCF To 
Remark On 
Death Of 
Tirado, 17 


Forum Set On Why 
System ‘Broke Down’ 


By JOSH KOVNER 


jkovner@courant.com 


Amid a renewed call for child-protection 
Commissioner Joette Katz’s resignation, the 
legislature’s children’s committee will hold a 
hearing Tuesday on the failure of several 
agencies to save the life of Matthew Tirado, 
17 

“We need a clear view of why this system 
broke down for this young man,” said Rep. 
Diana Urban, D-North Stonington, co- 
chairwoman of the committee. She said the 
hearing Tuesday at 10 a.m. in the Legislative 
Office Buildingwill be the first of a series that 
examines the decisions and actions of the 
people tasked with protecting vulnerable 
children, and will likely lead to new legisla- 
tion next year. For example, Urban said the 
Department of Children and Families needs 
more authority to contact children against 


behind the wheel of a car suspected in Dowdell to a contract, he said. respects to his friend. the parents wishes when there are safety 
multiple carjackings and robberies when Late Sunday afternoon an impromptu 

he struck police vehicles and drove vigil was held on the sidewalk outside the DOWDELL, A4 TIRADO, A4 
McCain Goes Home NFL Owner To Sell 


Sen. John McCain leaves the nation’s 
capital to spend Christmas in Arizona 
with his family as he battles brain 
cancer, giving Republicans one fewer 
vote in an attempt to push through a 
contentious tax bill along party lines. 
World & Nation, Page A3 


Blue Monday 

To get in the holiday spirit, visit Santa, 
Mrs. Claus and the elves at Wickham 
Park in Manchester, or take the 
Victorian Holiday Stroll at the Shops at 
Somerset Square in Glastonbury. 
Living, Page B8 


Young Republicans 

At 20, Tyrell Brown, left, and Edward 
“C.J” Ford Jr. are believed to be the 
youngest black Republicans ever 
elected in Connecticut, winning seats 
in Middletown. Connecticut, Page B1 


Amid an investigation into allegations 
of sexual misconduct, Carolina 
Panthers owner Jerry Richardson says 
he will sell the team. Sports, Page C1 


Giants Lose 

Nick Foles throws four touchdown 
passes as the Eagles rally past the 
Giants, 34-29. Sports, Page C6 
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WheelsForWishes.org 


* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation. 


Wheels For 
Wishes srn 


Make-A-Wish® 
Connecticut 


Free Vehicle Pickup AMY WHERE 

"We dcce All Vehicles Running or Mot 
We Also Also Accept Bots, Motaneyches & RV's 
“Full Ta Tox Deductible 


” call: (860) 249-8967 


